Railway Protection Force (RPF) is a security force, established by the Railway Protection Force
Act, 1957;2 enacted by the Indian Parliament for "the better protection and security of railway
property and passenger area". It has the power to search, arrest, investigate, and prosecute
offenses committed under Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) Act 1966, The Railways Act,
1989 (amended from time to time). However the power of arrests under other penal laws rests in
the hands of the Government Railway Police (GRP) of state police.B The force is under the
authority of the Indian Ministry of Railways.

All the officers of Railway Protection Force are members of the Indian Railway Protection Force
Service (IRPFS) and are recruited through UPSC Civil Services Examination. They are recruited
as Group-A Central Civil Servants. However, the post of Director-General of RPF is held on
deputation by a senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officer. Recruitment also occurs for various
posts like sub-inspectors & constables. Such recruitments are conducted through various exams
held by the Ministry of Railways, Government of India.
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The percentage of women in the RPF is the highest among all central paramilitary forces in
India. It stands at 10% as of March 2019.#

Pay structure (gazetted officers)

The Gazetted IRPFS Officers utilises a similar rank structure to the IPS (Indian Police Service).
Non-gazetted ranks are the same as those used in the State Police Services. The job profile
differs for each position !
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Governance

The governance of RPF is based on the following® relevant legislation, rules and directives.

e Railway Protection Force Act, 1957
e Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) Act, 1966

e Railway Protection Force Rules, 1987 — Laid, by the central government, as per
provisions under RPF Act, 1957.

o Railway Protection Force Directives, 1987



Command Structure®
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Units under RPF®©

Unit

Breeding and Training Center for police dogs

Central Crime Bureau

Central Weapons Store

Crime Intelligence wing

Special Intelligence Branch

Cyber Cell Branch







